Aztreonam blood agar, a new selective medium for Gram positive aerobic bacteria, was evaluated in comparison with conventional media for skin swabs. Aztreonam agar increased the number of isolates of Staphylococcus aureus by 17%. By producing purer growths on primary isolation, it significantly speeded up the identification and sensitivity testing of staphylococci and streptococci. All major Gram positive aerobic pathogens grow on this medium.
All swabs were received in Amies transport medium (Difco). Most were from general practitioners. Transport time to the laboratory ranged from a few hours to two days. All specimens were inoculated within three hours of receipt.
The following media were used: blood agar: Columbia Light microscopic examination of the formaldehyde fixed, paraffin wax embedded mass from this patient showed multiple nodular areas of amorphous eosinophilic material, which stained with Congo red and showed dichroism under polarised light. Amyloid was deposited among collagen bundles and some small nodules were surrounded by multinucleated cells. Calcification foci, necrotic areas, thrombotic lesions, acute and chronic inflammatory cells and granulomatous inflammation were absent. Ziehl-Neelsen stains were negative.
Inmmunohistochemical studies using the avidin-biotin-complex technique, with monoclonal antibodies anti-A amyloid, and poly-
